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Contact: Garry Kerr, visiting instructor, Department of Anthropology, 243-4414 or 549-9975.
EYEW ITNESS AUTHOR TO LECTURE ON T IB E T
MISSOULA—
An American physician who experienced firsthand the bloody 1987 pro-independence
protests in Tibet will speak about his experiences during a slide show and lecture at The
University of Montana.
Blake K err’s lecture will be based on his 1997 book, “Sky Burial: An Eyewitness
Account of China's Brutal Crackdown in Tibet.” The event runs from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 24, in Urey Lecture Hall. It is free and open to the public.
Kerr, fresh out of medical school, was visiting Lhasa during a climbing trip to the
Himalayas when the riots broke out. Unable to remain bystanders, he and his mountaineering
buddy treated Tibetans beaten and shot during the protest and chronicled abuses by the Chinese
government.
A family physician in Long Island, N .Y., Kerr has since returned to Tibet several times
and has testified about the Tibetan atrocities before the U.S. Congress. With clarity and a sense
of humor, his book documents not only these experiences, but also his meetings with the Dalai
Lama.
An Amazon.com editorial reviewer wrote: “Part rollicking travel story, part
investigative journalism, ‘Sky Burial’ is finally a testament and will leave you staring blankly,
wondering what can be done.”
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While on campus, Kerr also will speak to a Davidson Honors College seminar taught
by his brother, UM anthropology visiting instructor Garry Kerr, who said that for 10 days in
1987, his family was told that Blake had been killed in the riots.
“He’s given this lecture around the world -- and I’ve never seen it,” Garry said. “It
should be scary and graphic and funny.”
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